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Job Announcement: Senior Research Associate  
Atlanta, Georgia 

 
About the Center for State and Local Finance 
The Center for State and Local Finance (CSLF) is a policy think tank within the Andrew Young School of 
Policy Studies. CSLF was created in 2014 to showcase the school’s nationally-ranked public finance 
faculty and share its expertise with policymaker and practitioner communities. CSLF produces 
innovative, applied research to inform data-driven policy making in the public sector and hosts top-
notch executive education courses to train the next generation of government finance leaders. Our 
mission is to develop the people and ideas for next generation public finance. 
 
CSLF’s economists and public policy experts specialize in four areas of public finance — economic 
development and urban policy, education finance, budgeting and fiscal health, and tax policy and 
reform. Much of our research is rooted in our home state of Georgia, but our findings have implications 
nationally. Utilizing academic literature and methods, we produce nonpartisan research that 
policymakers and practitioners can use to improve communities. 
 
Position Description 
In order to continue with the current, growing workload for the center as well as to support new project 
proposals, CSLF is seeking a talented and multi-faceted senior research associate to lead its budgeting 
and fiscal health work. 
 
The CSLF team works collaboratively on projects, and each researcher brings expertise to one or more 
policy areas. Our senior research associates author, manage, and present findings from our research 
projects and policy reports. In addition to working with other team members, research associates 
routinely partner with senior faculty members on grants and academic publications and regularly 
interact with policymakers and agency leaders in Georgia and beyond. 
 
The new senior research associate will review, research and analyze state and local fiscal health, budget 
policies, and other economic and fiscal policies at an advanced level and serve in a leadership role in the 
center's projects. The work will include analyzing large datasets, writing reports, and making written and 
oral presentations. The senior research associate will lead project teams that include research associates 
and graduate research assistants. The senior research associate will also be involved in grant writing as 
appropriate. Travel commitments are limited for this position, but conference presentations and other 
training opportunities are encouraged. 
 
Salary: $65,000 - $90,000. This is a non-tenure track, sponsor funded, full time position. Benefits are 
provided through Georgia State University.  
 
Minimum Qualifications  
Master’s degree and four years of experience or a combination of education and experience 
 
Preferred Qualifications  
An ideal candidate will have a Ph.D. in public administration or public policy and have applied public 
finance experience. An ideal candidate will have the expertise to review, research and analyze state and 
local fiscal health, budget policies, and other economic and fiscal policies. Other preferred qualifications 
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include experience with SAS or STATA, experience serving in project leadership roles, and demonstrated 
writing and presentation skills. 
 
Application Instructions 
An application, resume and cover letter are required for consideration by October 23, 2017. Final 
candidates will provide three references and a writing sample. Applicants must apply through Georgia 
State University at https://gsu.taleo.net/careersection/2/jobdetail.ftl?job=17001320.  
 

 
Georgia State University is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate against 

applicants due to race, ethnicity, gender, veteran status, or on the basis of disability or any other 
federal, state or local protected class. 
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